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although his grandmother was a daughter of John
Gordon, the last bishop of Galloway before the
Revolution, who was afterwards a convert to
Eonie, and is still remembered as the subject of
the Decision of Pope Clement XL in 1704, which
disallowed Anglican ordination for the Eoman
communion. The fervid Calvinism of Calder, the
good minister of Croy, converted my grandfather
to Presbyterianism; and so it was in the Puritan
atmosphere which sheds awful solemnity over
human life that my father passed his youth in
the last two decades of the eighteenth century.

My mother was a daughter of Alexander
Campbell, laird of Barcaldine and Glenure, who
was descended from the knights of Kilchurn, and
was head of one of the families that divided
among them the peninsula of Benderloch. Her
granduncle, Colin Campbell of Glenure, a younger
son of Barcaldine, and of Lucia, daughter of Sir
Ewan Cameron of Lochiel, was the victim in
the celebrated Appin murder by gunshot in the
wood of Lettermore, in May 1752, which inspired
Gleig in his novel of 'Allan Breck,' Stevenson in
' Kidnapped,' and Neil Munro in ' Doom Castle.'
The mystery of this murder touched my im-
agination in those early years. The murderedy Sir
